We spent a good part of the day -from 8:00 a.m. until about 2:00 p.m. -in the field trying to catch cerulean warblers. It was hot and humid as always. Wilks got his first case of chiggers.
down from the treetops and attempt to chase the decoy away, thereby entangling itself in the net.
That day we set up at three different locations where cerulean warblers had been recorded during this breeding season. We failed to get a response at two of the locations, but in the third we caught a male cerulean warbler which we measured and banded with a US Fish and Wildlife Service aluminum band and 3 different colored
Cerulean warbler captured (unharmed) in a mis t net. (Photo by Wilks Wood)
plastic leg bands so it could be individually identified during later fieldwork. While we were waiting to catch that bird, we also inadvertently caught a male prothonotary warbler, another neotropical migratory songbird we study. Doc Weaver released each of those birds after we retrieved them from the nets. 
